


A YEAR OF 
GRATITUDE :  A 
M ESSAGE FROM 
OUR PRES IDENT 
&  CEO
Ref lect ing on the  past  year  at 
Pa lmer  Home,  I  am gratefu l  for  your 
ongoing support .  I t ’s  genuine ly 
heartwarming to  see how your 
generos i ty  has  pos i t ive ly  impacted 
the  l ives  of  so  many ch i ldren th is 
year.

When ch i ldren come to  us ,  they 
are  in  need of  immense support 
and hea l ing .  We of fer  that  by 
bui ld ing st rong re lat ionsh ips  and 
t rust .  Remarkably,  these  ch i ldren 
are  res i l ient ,  but  they often carry 
unseen burdens  that  need our 
at tent ion .

WITH YOUR SUPPORT,  WE 
HELP BREAK THE CYCLES OF 
DISTRUST AND PAIN.

Over  the  years ,  I  have observed 
l i fe  changing t ransformat ions .  The 
two young lad ies  p ictured on th is 
page are  l iv ing test imony to  the 
work  we do.  As  I  watch them grow, 
a long with  so  many others  in  our 
care,  I  see  the i r  st rength increase 
and the i r  fa i th  deepen.  I  see  them 
planning the i r  futures  and I  be l ieve 
they wi l l  make choices  that  ref lect 
the  hope and va lues  we cher ish  at 
Pa lmer  Home.
 
Th is  year,  Pa lmer  Home reached 
over  268 ch i ldren ,  f rom newborns 
to  young adul ts  who are  nav igat ing 
l i fe  based on c i rcumstances  beyond 
the i r  contro l .  But  with  your  he lp, 
they wi l l  ga in  contro l  and l ive  out 
the  p lans  God has  for  them. 

Thank you for  jo in ing us  on th is 
journey.

Drake Bassett
President & CEO
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PALMER HOME IS A 100% DONATION 
BASED NONPROFIT WITH THE 

MISSION TO PROVIDE SUPERIOR 
CARE FOR CHILDREN WHILE 

INTRODUCING THE LOVE OF GOD 
THROUGH OUR SERVICE TO EACH 

INDIVIDUAL CHILD.

PALMER HOME MISSION

WITH A SWIFT AND COMPASSIONATE 
RESPONSE TO CHILDREN IN NEED, PALMER 

HOME PROVIDES A SAFE HAVEN WHERE 
CHILDREN CAN HEAL, GROW, AND THRIVE. 
OUR DEDICATED TEAM WORKS TIRELESSLY 

TO ENSURE THAT EVERY CHILD RECEIVES THE 
LOVE, CARE, AND SUPPORT THEY DESERVE, 
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WHOLE STORY WHOLE CHILD WHOLE TEAM WHOLE  CAREGIVER
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EMPOWER ORGANIZATIONS THAT 
SERVE CHILDREN AND FAMILIES TO 

CULTIVATE POWERFUL ​TRAUMA-
INFORMED RESILIENCE AND LASTING 

CULTURAL TRANSFORMATION.​​

Whole  Chi ld  In i t iat ive  i s  a  v i ta l  component  of  our  miss ion ,  shaping 
the  way we care  for  and support  the  ch i ldren entrusted to  our  care. 
Th is  ho l i st ic  approach he lps  every  ch i ld  rece ive  the  ind iv idual ized 
care  and support  needed to  rea l ize  the i r  un ique potent ia l .  From 
academic  empowerment  to  sp i r i tua l  wel l -be ing and emot ional  hea l ing , 
Whole  Chi ld  cont inues  to  guide our  miss ion and fue l  our  growth . 

We remain  deeply  committed to  Whole  Chi ld  In i t iat ive  because of 
i ts  impact  on our  programs and serv ice  l ines .  Our  standard p lan  of 
care  or ig inates  with  the  Whole  Chi ld  Review,  which  i s  a  “wraparound” 
exerc ise  inc luding teachers ,  counse lors ,  houseparents ,  caregivers , 
and leadersh ip  to  measure  the  status  and progress  of  each ch i ld . 
Whole  Chi ld  Reviews are  essent ia l  to  he lp ing ch i ldren reach the i r  fu l l 
potent ia l  as  they bui ld  a  foundat ion for  a  br ighter  future.

WHOLE CHILD INITIATIVE MISSION
PARTNERS IN hope



A chi ld  with  un ique 
c i rcumstances  often has 
d i f f icu l ty  gett ing the  serv ices 
or  support  needed to  thr ive 
and grow in  larger  c lassroom 
sett ings .

At  Pa lmer  School ,  students 
who have exper ienced tough 
s i tuat ions  or  whose academic 
needs  may not  have been a 
pr ior i ty,  are  g iven a  chance to 
fee l  supported.  Meet ing the 
ind iv idual  phys ica l  needs  of  a 
ch i ld  with  t rauma or  adverse 
ch i ldhood exper iences  i s  on ly 
ha l f  the  batt le .  They must 
fee l  safe ,  secure,  seen ,  and 
heard before  you can provide 
educat iona l  mater ia l  that  wi l l 
be  reta ined. 

The ch i ldren in  our  care  serve 
as  examples  of  why there  i s  not 
a  “one s ize  f i ts  a l l ”  approach 
to  teaching ch i ldren .  Th is  i s 
especia l ly  t rue  in  env i ronments 
where  ch i ldren have faced 
t rauma or  advers i ty.  These young 
minds  requi re  an  educator  who 
can serve as  a  br idge between 
the i r  past  and the i r  future.  At 
Pa lmer  School ,  these  ch i ldren 
not  on ly  have the  chance to  ga in 
the  conf idence to  ask  quest ions 
and understand where  they may 
need more support  or  resources , 
they are  a lso  able  to  catch up to 
the i r  peers  because the i r  un ique 
indiv idual  needs  are  be ing met .

THE  ROLE  OF  PA LMER  S CHOOL 
IN  ACADEMIC  S U CCESS
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“THE ULTIMATE 
GOAL OF PALMER 
SCHOOL IS  TO 
CONNECT CHILDREN 
WITH THE SUPPORT 
THEY NEED SO THEY 
CAN THRIVE BOTH 
IN THE CLASSROOM 
AND OUT OF THE 
CLASSROOM.  ONE 
CHILD IN OUR 
CARE,  WHO WAS 
ONCE MANY GRADE 
LEVELS BEHIND,  HAS 
NOW GRADUATED 
HIGH SCHOOL WITH 
A NEW SENSE 
OF CONFIDENCE 
IN HERSELF AND 
RENEWED PRIDE IN 
HER ABILITIES.”

- DR. ANDRE CRAFFORD
DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION 
AND TRAINING

“WITH THE LEVEL OF UNIQUE ATTENTION WE CAN DEVOTE TO EACH 
STUDENT AT PALMER SCHOOL, I AM ABLE TO BUILD RAPPORT AND HELP 

THEM CATCH UP IF THEY HAVE FALLEN BEHIND. IN A TRADITIONAL 
CLASSROOM SETTING, WE MAY LACK THE TIME OR RESOURCES TO 

MEET THOSE CRUCIAL NEEDS FOR KIDS WITH ADVERSE CHILDHOOD 
EXPERIENCES (ACES).” 

– ABBY GRAY
PALMER SCHOOL EDUCATOR



2024 highlights

268
CHILDREN SERVED

6
FAMILY

REUNIFICATIONS

12
RELATIVE

PLACEMENTS

3 CHILDREN
PROFESSED
FAITH IN
CHRIST

8
SIBLING
GROUPS

40
FAMILY CARE

MOMS SERVED

5HIGH SCHOOL
AND COLLEGE
GRADUATES

3
YOUNG ADULTS

IN THE MILITARY

10
CHILDREN INVOLVED

IN SPORTS

27,375
MEALS SERVED
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CHILDREN’S SERVICES

SUPPORT34%

66%
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8%
6%

35%

9%

EVENTS

FOUNDATIONS

INVESTMENTS/OTHER

22%

BUSINESSES

INDIVIDUALS

14%
ESTATES + CHURCHES

1%
THRIFTC

O
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S  &  INVESTMENTS

7% EVENTS

5% FOUNDATIONS

15% INVESTMENTS/OTHER

22% BUSINESSES

35% INDIVIDUALS

7% ESTATES

3% THRIFT

6% CHURCHES

FUNDING FOR T HE IR  FU T U R E

42% CAREGIVERS

17% GENERAL CHILD WELFARE

13% FOOD, CLOTHING, TRANSPORTATION

13% ASSET DEPRECIATION

5% PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

5% HOUSING

3% EDUCATION & HEALTHCARE

2% WHOLE CHILD INITIATIVE

PROGRAM SERVICE EXPENSES

EXPENSE ALLOCATIONS

CONTRIBUTIONS & INVESTMENTS

YOUR DONATIONS HELP US 
EMPOWER CHILDREN IN CRITICAL 

SITUATIONS TO ACHIEVE THEIR 
TRUE POTENTIAL.SCAN TO VIEW PAST

PALMER HOME
FINANCIAL REPORTS.
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Your  g i f ts  have pos i t ive ly 
impacted hundreds  of  ch i ldren 
and fami l ies ,  inc luding Trevor, 
who came to  Pa lmer  Home 
years  ago with  h is  s ib l ings . 
Thanks  to  your  generos i ty 
and the  t i re less  work  of  our 
staf f,  h is  ch i ldhood was  f i l led 
with  love and support ,  which 
t ransformed h is  future. 

When Trevor  came to  Pa lmer 
Home,  he  was  a  rambunct ious 
ch i ld .  H is  houseparents  qu ick ly 
rea l ized he needed a  hea l thy 
out let  for  h is  abundant  energy. 
At  Pa lmer  Home,  we encourage 
ch i ldren to  pursue the i r 
pass ions .  When Trevor  showed 
an interest  in  sports ,  h is 
houseparents  were  immediate ly 
support ive. 

I t  turns  out  Trevor  i s  a  natura l 
ath lete.  Today,  Trevor  i s  a 
h igh school  vars i ty  ath lete  in 
mult ip le  sports .  Th is  year,  he 
was  hand-se lected to  p lay  on 
a  state-wide footbal l  team, 
and h is  team won the state 
championship. 

As  Trevor  says ,  “Sports  made me 
rea l ize  I  wanted something more 
in  l i fe .”

Part ic ipat ing in  ath let ics  not 
on ly  a l lowed h im to  showcase h is 
natura l  ta lents ,  but  a lso  taught 
h im the importance of  hard work , 
accountabi l i ty,  coachabi l i ty,  and 
camarader ie .  Sports  gave Trevor 
the  mot ivat ion to  succeed in 
school  because he  knows that  i f 
he  doesn ’ t  mainta in  h is  grades ,  he 
can ’ t  compete on the  f ie ld .

Giv ing to  Pa lmer  Home provides 
ch i ldren l ike  Trevor  with  a 
typica l  ch i ldhood f i l led  with  joy 
and laughter.  Trevor  had lov ing 
caregivers  who nurtured h is 
interests .  He had t ransportat ion 
to  and f rom each pract ice,  wi th 
h is  s ib l ings  cheer ing h im on at 
each game.  Nutr i t ious  meals , 
c lean un i forms,  and rest fu l  n ights 
in  a  safe ,  stable  home gave 
h im the foundat ion to  thr ive. 
Trevor  has  t ransformed into  a 
d isc ip l ined,  determined young 
man who now dreams of  at tending 
col lege and opening h is  own 
bus iness .

“SPORTS MADE ME 
REALIZE I  WANTED 
SOMETHING MORE 
IN L IFE.”
- TREVOR

ENCOURAGI NG  CHI L DREN TO 
PURSUE  PASS I ONS

THANK YOU FOR PARTNERING WITH US TO SUPPORT TREVOR AND 
SO MANY OTHER CHILDREN LIKE HIM.



DR.  HUGH FRANCIS,  JR. 
WELLNESS CENTER
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TOURS GIVEN
311

VOLUNTEER HOURS
1 ,1 17

CHILDREN ATTENDING
PALMER SCHOOL

6

THERAPY HOURS
565

TUTORING HOURS
208
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“ I  am honored to join 
the board of Palmer 
Home and continue 

Valero’s commitment 
of giving back to 
our communities. 

Since my family and I 
moved to this area, we 
have been impressed 

with the incredible 
work of this faith-

based organization 
and look forward to 
serving in a greater 

capacity. Palmer Home 
for Children works 

tirelessly to transform 
the lives of children 
and families in need, 

and I am humbled to be 
part of this mission.”

BOARD OF
DIRECTORS

Rob er t  H .  C la rk  -  STARKVILLE ,  MS

Amy Brown  -  HERNANDO,  MS

G eorg e  Sousou las  -  MEMPHIS ,  TN

Ti m Ed mo nd son  -  VARDAMAN,  MS 

Karen  Car l i s l e  -  MEMPHIS ,  TN

Fe l i x  Do rn ie r  -  NESB IT,  MS

Haro ld  C la rk  -  STARKVILLE ,  MS

Lar ry  Ed wards  -  JACKSON,  MS

Kat ie  Hoo s ie r  -  MEMPHIS ,  TN

C har les  Guest  -  STARKVILLE ,  MS

Dr.  Dary l  Guest  -  STARKVILLE ,  MS

Tr ip  Ha i r s ton  -  COLUMBUS ,  MS

D r.  And rew M ar t in  -  STARKVILLE ,  MS

Tom M cCann  -  PEACHTREE  C ITY,  GA

Rick  L .  Powe l l  -  MEMPHIS ,  TN

D r.  John  Russe l l  -  COLUMBUS ,  MS

Alan  Wa l te r s  -  JACKSON,  MS

- FELIX DORNIER
VALERO ENERGY CORPORATION

HOPE WORKS PROGRAM
The Valero  Hope Works  program teaches  work  and l i fe  sk i l l s 

needed for  adul thood with  a  focus  on enhancing independence, 
bu i ld ing se l f -esteem,  master ing competency,  and learn ing soc ia l -

re lat iona l  sk i l l s .  Th is  program a lso  creates  opportuni t ies  for 
youths  to  develop t ime management  sk i l l s ,  punctua l i ty,  a  good 

work  eth ic ,  interv iewing sk i l l s ,  pos i t ive  re lat iona l  sk i l l s ,  and 
more –  prepar ing them to  launch into  work  outs ide of  campus .



“I have watched this event 
grow and prosper, which is 
why I consider it one of my 
favorites each year. Palmer 

Home is an easy charity 
to support because of its 

incredible impact. However, 
what makes Mudbug Bash 

so special is how it is 
embraced by Hernando 

and the surrounding 
community. The staff at 

Palmer Home and the 
volunteers—many of whom 
have been involved for all 

20 years—make it truly 
special.  I  look forward to 

April  each year!”

$1.3 MILLION RAISED

50,000+ POUNDS OF 
CRAWFISH SERVED

VOTED DESOTOS BEST 
CHARITY EVENT FOR 

OVER A DECADE

20 YEARS OF 
COMMUNITY SUPPORT

$

- MACON MOORE
MEMPHIS CRAWFISH COMPANY
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ARE YOU THE  NEXT
PALMER HOME 

WAYS  TO GET  I NVOLV ED
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champion?

CONNECT  US  WITH 
YOUR CHURCH

VOLUNTEER

BECOME A  PALMER
HOME HERO

FOSTER

We desire to partner with your 
church to provide clear pathways 

for caring for the vulnerable 
chi ldren in our communit ies.  Email 
development@palmerhomeorg.com 

to connect your church today!

Help sustain our mission by becoming 
a Palmer Home Hero.  There is  no gift 
too small .  Monthly giving is  an easy 
and consistent way for you to help 

make l ives whole.  Visit  palmerhome.
org/donate  to learn more.

Palmer Home’s volunteers provide 
support in a number of ways.  From 

wrapping gifts at Christmas to 
helping plant produce or f lowers in 
our Hope Grows Garden, volunteers 
can choose from a number of roles. 

Visit  palmerhome.org/volunteers 
to learn more.

Palmer Home’s foster famil ies provide 
loving homes to chi ldren in need. 

We bel ieve every chi ld benefits from 
a safe,  stable,  nurturing family that 

provides supportive relationships and 
a sense of belonging. Visit

palmerhome.org/foster  to learn more.

Connect us with your church.

Sign up to volunteer.

Become a Palmer Home Hero. PALMERHOME.ORG




