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D E A R  F R I E N D S ,
2022  was  a  reco rd -b reak ing  yea r  fo r  Pa lmer  Home .  Overa l l ,  we  se rved 
more  th an  330  ch i ld ren ,  f rom new borns  to  young  adu l t s ,  ac ross  ou r 
fou r  se rv i ce  l i nes .  I  t hank  you  fo r  you r  con t i nued  suppor t  o f  ou r 
m i ss ion  to  ca re  fo r  and  sha re  the  l ove  o f  Ch r i s t  to  ch i l d ren  and  fam i l i e s 
i n  n eed .
 
I ’m  wr i t i n g  th i s  l e t te r  f rom the  Dr.  Hugh  F ranc i s ,  J r.  We l l ness  Cente r, 
t h e  s ta te -o f - the -a r t  fac i l i t y  on  ou r  campus  we  were  ab le  to  open 
i n  May  comp le te l y  debt - f ree .  I t ’ s  d i f f i cu l t  to  convey  the  impac t  a 
bu i ld i n g  can  have  on  ou r  m in i s t ry ;  t he  We l l ness  Cente r  i s  much  more 
th an  wa l l s  and  a  roo f.

Fo r  th e  f i r s t  t ime ,  ch i l d ren  can  meet  w i th  the i r  t he rap i s t s  w i thout 
l eav in g  campus ;  fam i l y  members  can  connec t  fo r  p r i va te ,  secu re 
v i s i t a t i on s ;  t he  ch i ld ren  and  ca reg ive r s  can  gathe r  i n  a  l a rge  i ndoor 
space  fo r  f un  and  fe l l owsh ip ;  and  we  can  host  even t s  l i ke  ou r 
ch e r i sh ed  annua l  Awards  N igh t  (photo  r igh t ) .  Hea l i ng  t akes  p l ace  i n 
th i s  bu i ld i ng ,  and  where  hea l i ng  happens ,  hope  g rows .  We  know the 
We l l ness  Cente r  w i l l  be  a  b l e ss i ng  to  ch i ld ren  a t  Pa lmer  Home  fo r 
gene ra t ions  to  come ,  and  we  thank  you  fo r  mak ing  i t  poss ib l e . 
 
I n  th i s  repor t ,  you ’ l l  l ea rn  about  even  more  ways  you  he lped  b r i ng 
hope  to  ch i ld ren  a t  Pa lmer  Home  th i s  yea r.  Your  suppor t  equ ipped 
us  to  we lcome  seve ra l  ch i l d ren  –  i nc lud ing  se t s  o f  s ib l i ngs  –  ou t 
o f  emergency  s i tua t ions  and  i n to  ou r  ca re .  We  were  ab le  to  come 
a lon gs ide  young  men  and  women  and  he lp  them en ro l l  i n  co l l ege , 
en l i s t  i n  th e  m i l i t a ry,  and  pu r sue  a  t rade  –  fo rg ing  new  paths  tha t  w i l l 
ch ange  th e i r  t ra j ec to ry.
 
Th ank  you  fo r  pa r tne r i ng  w i th  us  i n  th i s  g rea t  work .

S ince re l y,

Drake  Basse t t
P res ident  &  CEO
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O U R  S E RV I C E S

Ch i ld ren  l i ve  on  campus  i n 
a  Ch r i s t - cen te red  fam i l y 

a tmosphere  connec ted  to 
t rus twor thy  adu l t s  and 
suppor ted  as  they  g row 

and  deve lop .

I n fan t s  o f  mothe r s  i n  p r i son 
rece ive  nu r tu r i ng  ca re  w i th 

the  goa l  o f  reun i f i ca t ion . 
S ta f f  and  ca reg ive r s  a l so 

o f fe r  suppor t  fo r  mothe r s  i n 
p r i son  and  a f te r  re l ease .

Ch i ld ren  rece ive  suppor t  and 
the  con nec t ion  o f  a  fam i l y 

th rough  Pa lmer  Home ’s 
ce r t i f i ed  fos te r  fam i l i e s .

Young  adu l t s  rece i ve  gu idance 
and  coach ing  des igned  to  bu i ld 

educat iona l ,  ca ree r  and  l i f e  sk i l l s 
needed  fo r  i ndependence .

O U R  M I S S I O N
Pa lmer  Home  p rov ides  super io r  ca re  fo r  ch i ld ren  wh i l e 

i n t roduc ing  the  love  o f  God  th rough  our  se rv i ce  to  each 
i nd iv idua l  ch i ld .  Pa lmer  Home  ensu res  res to ra t i ve  env i ronments 

where  ch i ld ren  fee l  sa fe ,  connec ted  and  suppor ted . 

B E C AU S E  O F 
YO U,  T H E I R 
F U T U R E  I S 
B R I G H T.
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Chi ldren with a  h istory of  t rauma have unique physica l ,  emotional ,  socia l , 
educat ional ,  and spir i tua l  needs that  must  be addressed before they can 
heal ,  grow,  and thr ive.  Whole Chi ld In i t iat ive,  Palmer Home’s  propr ietary 
approach to care,  is  des igned to help vulnerable chi ldren overcome trauma 

so they can f lour ish in  home,  school ,  and community l i fe . 

Whole Chi ld In i t iat ive does th is  through our  four  core pr inc ip les :

W E  A R E 
CO M M I T T E D 

TO  CO N STA N T 
I M P R OV E M E N T 

A N D  D E L I V E R I N G 
S U P E R I O R  C A R E .

WHOL E
ST ORY

WHOL E
CHI L D

WHOL E
T EA M

WHOL E
CA REG I VER

p a l m e r h o m e . o r g /w h a t - we - d o

When a chi ld  arr ives at  Palmer Home,  we f i rst  seek to understand their 
Whole Story .  We know that  the chi ld has l ike ly  exper ienced trauma and 
may have acute health and academic needs after  years  of  instabi l i ty . 
After  a  thorough assessment ,  our  dedicated case managers create a  p lan 
to serve the  Whole Chi ld  – an indiv idual ized plan of  care that  wi l l  serve 
the chi ld ’s  unique physica l ,  emotional ,  socia l ,  educat ional ,  and spir i tua l 
needs.  The chi ld ’s  Whole Team  – their  caregivers ,  therapists ,  teachers , 
coaches ,  and anyone e lse they’re  in  re lat ionship with –  are part  of  the 
care plan .  We know this  work can be demanding on our  team,  which is 
why Palmer Home supports  the Whole Caregiver  through a var iety of 
benef i ts  and support  serv ices . 
 
Part  of  what makes our  approach to care unique is  that  we seek to mainta in 
re lat ionships with a  chi ld ’s  b io logical  fami ly  members when i t ’s  safe and 
healthy to do so.  In  addit ion to regular  communicat ion,  fami ly  members 
a lso receive a “report  card” each month deta i l ing a chi ld ’s  growth whi le 
in  our  care .  The report  cards help fami l ies  feel  informed and connected, 
and i t ’s  encouraging to see a chi ld ’s  progress throughout the year . 
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R E AC H I N G  N E W  H E I G H TS
This past summer, we hosted our 
first ever Discovery Camp at Palmer 
Home in the new wellness center. 
Inspired by collegiate leadership 
camps, Discovery Camp was a five-
day event specially designed for 
the children at Palmer Home to hear 
from inspirational speakers, meet 
with business professionals, learn 
about new career paths, and sharpen 
important life skills such as team 
building (pictured) and business 
etiquette. A total of 16 children ages 
13-17 and more than 30 business 
leaders participated in Discovery 
Camp.
 
Keynote speakers including Tate 
Woods, founder of Drake Waterfowl, 
and Darrion Crockrell, former 
Missouri Teacher of the Year, spoke 
to the children about leadership, 
development and work ethic. 
Students also had the opportunity 
to go on in-person tours of local 
businesses including Baptist Health 
Sciences University, Orion Federal 
Credit Union and Mississippi Wildlife 
Rehabilitation, Inc. to see first-
hand the important work these 
organizations do in our community.

We also hosted a Career Fair at 
the wellness center, during which 
students were able to meet with 
several different professionals 
‘round robin’ style. The careers and 
professions represented spanned a 
wide range of industries, including 
law enforcement, coding, architecture

physical therapy, hospitality, 
engineering, education, and 
construction – even the Mayor of 
Hernando participated! There were 
presentations by local colleges 
including the University of Memphis, 
Mississippi State University and 
Northwest Mississippi Community 
College – Senatobia so students 
could learn more about higher 
education opportunities. 

In all, the children had a blast and 
learned so much during Discovery 
Camp. Preparations are already 
underway for this summer’s 
camp. This year, we plan to open 
registration to children from the 
greater Hernando community: it ’s 
an opportunity for members of the 
community to experience Palmer 
Home and a chance for the children 
in our care to meet new peers. 
 
If you or your business might be 
interested in being part of this 
summer’s Discovery Camp, please 
reach out to Andre Crafford at 
acrafford@palmerhome.org .  As Cal 
Overman, Business Development 
Officer at Simmons Bank said after 
participating in Discovery Camp, 
“Investing in children is just amazing, 
and what Palmer Home is doing is 
just such a blessing!”

I  L E A R N E D 
S O  M U C H 

D U R I N G  T H E 
W E E K  A N D 
I T  WA S  S O 

M U C H  F U N !

“ I  re a l l y  l i ke d  t h e  c a re e r  fa i r -
m e e t i n g  t h e  M ayo r  of  H e r n a n d o 
wa s  co o l !  H e  to l d  m e  a l l  a b o u t 

h ow  h e  b e c a m e  m ayo r  a n d  w h at 
h i s  j o b  i s  l i ke .”

,
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PA L M E R  H O M E 
H A S  I M PAC T E D 
M Y  L I F E  BY 
ST E E R I N G  M E 
I N  T H E  R I G H T 
D I R E C T I O N  A N D 
H E L P I N G  M E  STAY 
T H E  CO U R S E .
ST E P H E N
TRANSIT IONAL  CARE  STUDENT

2 0 2 2  AT  A  G L A N C E

1 4

5
A D O P T I O N S

T U TO R I N G  H O U R S
5 2 5

4
B A P T I S M S

3

2 0
C A R E G I V E R S

1 9
S I B L I N G  G R O U P S

M E A L S  P R E PA R E D  O N  C A M P U S

5 4 , 0 0 0

1 1
B A B I E S  B O R N M O M S  S E R V E D

5 4

2 0 2 2  AT  A  G L A N C E
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F U N D I N G  F O R  T H E I R  F U T U R E
IND IV IDUALS

CHURCHES

46%

EVENTS

BUS INESSES

FOUNDAT IONS

THR IFT  STORE

ESTATES

5%

4%

20%

6%

6%

3%

INVESTMENTS/OTHER 10%

CONTRIBUTIONS  &
INVES TMENTS

S UP P ORT  S ERVICES

CHIL DREN’ S  SERVICES  EXPENSES

CHILDREN ’S  S ERV ICES

SUP P ORT 36%

64%

CAR EGIVER S 41%
FOOD,  CLOTH ING , 
TRANSPORTAT ION 13%

GENERAL  CH ILD 
W EL FARE 26%

HOUS IN G 8%
ASSET
DEP REC IAT ION

8%
EDUCAT ION/
HEALTHCARE 4%

M A K I N G 
L I V E S 

W H O L E , 
O N E  C H I L D 
AT  A  T I M E



J O H N N A  S P E A K S  AT  C A F O  S U M M I T
another inmate overheard my fears 
and told me about Palmer Home for 
Children. She said they provided 
families for babies born to mothers in 
prison until the mom was able to care 
for her child. God was answering my 
prayers.
 
As the weeks passed, I got to know 
Susan, the Palmer Home Family Care 
director, and the Fields, the family 
that would care for my baby. They 
were all so kind and understanding, 
I knew God hand-picked them for my 
baby. 

By the grace of God, I delivered a 
healthy girl named Journey Faith. 
Having to return to my prison cell 
after 24 hours was heartbreaking, but 
knowing my baby girl was in the care 
of a loving family gave me strength. 
They brought her to see me every 
week, mailed me pictures and let 
us ‘talk’ over the phone. They made 
sure our bond was growing. Every 
encounter gave me hope for the day 
we’d be together again.
 
Fast forward to today: I’ve been 
released from prison and reunited 
with Journey for five years. Susan and 
the Fields are still part of our lives; we 
consider them an amazing extended 
family. Words can’t describe how 
grateful I am.”

“I tell everyone that when they 
support Palmer Home, they’re 
helping change lives like mine 
and Journey’s. Through Palmer 

Home, God took my mess 
and made it into a miracle! I 
can’t thank Him enough for 

answering my prayers.”

Christian Alliance for Orphans (CAFO) 
hosts an annual summit for thousands 
of leaders from around the world who 
serve orphans and vulnerable children. 
Attendees include pastors, church staff, 
leaders of nonprofit organizations, 
adoptive/foster parents and child 
welfare professionals. Recently, one of 
the moms we serve through our Family 
Care Ministry was invited to speak at 
the Summit and share her experience 
with Palmer Home. Johnna shared 
her testimony and the story of her 
pregnancy with her baby Journey Faith 
while incarcerated, and how Palmer 
Home Family Care served her before, 
during and after her sentence. Here is 
her story: 
 
“My name is Johnna and I wanted 
to share that I did not have an easy 
childhood. As a young adult, I abused 
drugs and got in trouble with the law. 
I found God and prayed to Him to help 
me turn my life around, and by His 
grace, He did. I became clean, stayed 
out of trouble and started down a new 
path.
 
But my past choices came back to haunt 
me, and I was arrested and sentenced 
to prison soon after I found out I was 
pregnant. I was devastated.

Being pregnant in prison is terrible. 
There’s no pink or blue, no baby 
showers, no celebrations. The larger 
my belly grew, the more panicked I 
became. Who was going to take care of 
my baby while I finished my sentence? 
What was going to happen to us? I 
continually cried out to God for help.

One day when I was at my lowest point, 
1 514

G O D  TO O K 
M Y  M E S S  
A N D  M A D E 
I T  I N TO  A 
M I RAC L E .
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D R .  H U G H  F RA N C I S ,  J R .
W E L L N E S S  C E N T E R

The Dr.  Hugh Francis ,  Jr.  Wel lness Center is  a 25,000-square-foot, 
state-of-the-art faci l i ty that welcomes al l  to Palmer Home.

With classrooms, counsel ing suites,  therapy rooms and recreational 
areas,  the wel lness center provides a space for hope and heal ing in 
accordance with our Whole Chi ld Init iat ive.  I t  a lso serves as a space 
for community gatherings and events that engage the publ ic without 
compromising the privacy or security of the chi ldren in our care.

“

gym and an outdoor pool on campus. 
There’s also a large,  mult ipurpose 
indoor gathering space,  outdoor 
patios,  a commercial  k itchen,  a 
board room and administrat ive 
off ices for Palmer Home staff. 

I f  you’re interested in touring the 
wel lness center or would l ike to 
inquire about hosting an event in the 
space,  please contact marketing@
palmerhome.org.

Pa lmer  Ho me  fo r  Ch i ld ren 
no t  o n ly  wants  to  o f fe r 

h ig h ly  e f fec t i ve  tu to r ing 
sess io ns  fo r  a l l  sub jec t 
a reas ,  b u t  we  a l so  want 

to  b u i ld  and  fo s te r 
g o o d  wo rk  and  s tud y 

hab i t s  tha t  w i l l  co n t inue 
th ro ug ho ut  the  ch i ld ’s 

acad emic  jo u rney.

For the f irst  t ime,  chi ldren can meet 
with their  therapists for counsel ing 
appointments without having to 
leave campus.  Pr ivate vis itat ion 
rooms al low famil ies to strengthen 
biological  bonds,  and state-of-
the-art c lassrooms are equipped 
for tutoring sessions and remote 
learning al ike.

The chi ldren are most excited to 
f inal ly have an indoor,  ful l -court 

p a l m e r h o m e . o r g /we l l n e s s - ce n te r

A N D R E  C RA F F O R D,  E D. D.
EDUCATIONAL  SPECIAL IST
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B OA R D  O F  D I R E C TO R S
Karen  Ca r l i s l e  -  Ka ren  Ca r l i s l e  -  MEMPH I S ,  TNMEMPH I S ,  TN

Rober t  H .  C l a rk  -  Rober t  H .  C l a rk  -  STA RKVI L L E ,  MSSTA RKVI L L E ,  MS

Tr ip  Ha i r s ton  -  Tr ip  Ha i r s ton  -  C OL UMBUS ,  MSC OL UMBUS ,  MS

Alan  Wa l te r s  -A l an  Wa l te r s  -   JA C KSON,  MSJA C KSON,  MS

Do lph  B ryan  -  Do lph  B ryan  -  STA RKVI L L E ,  MSSTA RKVI L L E ,  MS

Haro ld  C l a rk  -  Ha ro ld  C l a rk  -  STA RKVI L L E ,  MSSTA RKVI L L E ,  MS

La r ry  Edwards  -  La r ry  Edwards  -  JA C KSON,  MSJA C KSON,  MS

Gray  F lo ra ,  I I I  -  G ray  F lo ra ,  I I I  -  OXF ORD,  MSOXF ORD,  MS

Me l i nda  George  -  Me l i nda  George  -  MEMPH I S ,  TNMEMPH I S ,  TN

Char l e s  Guest  -  Cha r l e s  Guest  -  STA RKVI L L E ,  MSSTA RKVI L L E ,  MS

Dr.  Da ry l  Guest  -  D r.  Da ry l  Guest  -  STA RKVI L L E ,  MSSTA RKVI L L E ,  MS

Dr.  Andrew Mar t i n  -  D r.  Andrew Mar t i n  -  STA RKVI L L E ,  MSSTA RKVI L L E ,  MS

Tom McCann  -  Tom McCann  -  PEA C H TREE  C I TY ,  GAPEA C H TREE  C I TY ,  GA

R ick  L .  Powe l l  -  R i ck  L .  Powe l l  -  MEMPH I S ,  TNMEMPH I S ,  TN

Dr.  Russ  Russe l l  -  D r.  Russ  Russe l l  -  C OL UMBUS ,  MSC OL UMBUS ,  MS

M E E T  KA R E N  C A R L I S L E ,  O U R  B OA R D  C H A I R

KA R E N  C A R L I S L E
BOARD CHAIR

“ Karen  has  f a i th fu l l y  se rved  on  Pa lmer  Home ’ s  board  fo r 
20  yea rs ,  and  we  a re  th r i l l ed  tha t  she  i s  now se rv ing  i n 

an  even  g rea te r  capac i ty  as  ou r  Board  Cha i r .

D RA K E  B A S S E T T
CEO &  PRES IDENT

“
W H AT  M OT I VAT E D  YO U  TO  B E  O N  T H E 
PA L M E R  H O M E  B OA R D,  A N D  U LT I M AT E LY 
B E CO M E  B OA R D  C H A I R ?

The care of chi ldren in need of stabi l i ty has always 
been a cause dear to my heart .  When I  joined the 
board in 2002, I  was also serving on boards in 
Mississ ippi  that focused on adoption and a member 
of the LeBonheur Club.  Coming alongside Palmer 
Home as a member of the board opened my eyes 
and al lowed me to learn more about foster care, 
trauma competency and family preservation.  I ’ve 
become passionate about these issues,  and the 
entire mission of Palmer Home, in the years s ince. 

W H AT  G R OW T H  H AV E  YO U  S E E N  AT  PA L M E R ?

Palmer Home’s 127-year history has seen many changes,  but in the last f ive years, 
we have made tremendous str ides towards caring for more chi ldren through our four 
dedicated service l ines.  Addit ional ly,  opening the Dr.  Hugh Francis ,  Jr.  Wel lness Center, 
which serves as the heart of our mission,  was a huge accomplishment that has been in 
the works s ince I  joined the board.  This state-of-the-art faci l i ty give us the abi l i ty to 
expand our mission to chi ldren and famil ies across the Mid-South. 



2 0 2 2  H I G H L I G H TS

2 0 2 2  D E S OTO ’ S  B E ST  C H A R I T Y 
E V E N T  -  M U D B U G  B A S H

2 1

D E V E LO P I N G  YO U N G  L E A D E R S

20

H O P E  G R OWS  G A R D E N
D E D I C AT I O N

2 -T I M E  VOX  W I N N E R
P R SA  M E M P H I S

(WRIT IN G  &  PR IN T  TACT ICS)

G RA N D  O P E N I N G  O F  T H E
D R .  H U G H  F RA N C I S ,  J R .  W E L L N E S S  C E N T E R

 

One former student who exemplifies 
positive change through the work 
program is Brad*, now a young adult 
in our Transitional Care program. Brad 
previously struggled in school, but 
realized through the work program that 
he enjoyed working with his hands. He 
ended up graduating high school early 
to attain his GED and is now pursuing a 
career in the military. 

“We’re proud that our campus allows 
children this opportunity,” says Goudy. 
“While we enjoy raising cattle, the work 
program is really about developing 
young leaders.” 

There are a variety of ways you or your 
company can serve the campus cattle 
program. To learn more, please email 
volunteer@palmerhome.org.

“ O n ce  t h ey  g e t  i n to  i t ,  t h ey 
r e a l l y  t a ke  p r i d e  i n  w h a t 
t h ey ’ r e  d o i n g ,”  h e  s ays , 

“ T h e i r  wo r k  e t h i c  i m p r ove s 
a s  we l l  a s  t h e i r  d i s c i p l i n e  - 

b o t h  a t  h o m e  a n d  i n  s c h o o l .”

Did you know there’s a herd of cattle 
on the Palmer Home campus? And that 
these cattle are fed, nurtured and cared 
for by a handful of dedicated children? 
 
The Palmer Home cattle program, part 
of our campus work program, is about so 
much more than raising livestock. Many 
of the children in our care have never 
had a pet before, much less several 
cows! The cattle program gives a child 
the opportunity to develop important 
life skills while earning money for their 
hard work.
 
Led by John Goudy, our Director of 
Operations/Facilities, the children 
learn how to successfully care for 
the cows and their environment, from 
checking fences to refill ing water 
stations to monitoring each cow’s 
health. In exchange for their hard 
work, the children earn money – part of 
which they can spend how they’d like, 
and part of which goes into a savings 
account they can access when they’re a 
bit older (most use it to buy a vehicle). 

We believe that by giving children 
important responsibilities like caring 
for an animal, they’re not only learning 
important life skills like personal 
responsibility, time management and 
budgeting, they’re growing their self-
confidence, learning empathy and 
boosting their self-esteem. 

John has seen marked changes in 
children who’ve participated in the 
program. 

H O ST E D  F I R ST
D I S COV E RY  C A M P
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We are grateful  every t ime we are asked this question by fr iends in 
the community.  Here are a few ways you can get involved.  Please visit 
palmerhome.org/get-involved or contact  development@palmerhome.org  for 
more information.1 0 0 %

D O N AT I O N
B A S E D.

For  those  who  use 
a  QR  Re ade r  on 

the i r  sm ar t  phone 
-  s i m p l y  sc an  the 
QR  code  to  g i ve .

WAYS  TO  G I V E :

A pledge card and 
envelope are enclosed. 

Please complete the card 
and send your gift  today.

CONNECT
Help us share our 

mission by having a 
member of our team 

speak to your church, 
civic group, or business .  

MENTOR
Impact the l i fe of 

a chi ld through 
relationship.  Mentors 
commit to spending 
t ime monthly with a 

chi ld at Palmer Home.

VOLUNTEER
There are many ways to 
support through events, 
campus work programs, 
food drives,  and more.

H OW  C A N  I  G E T  I N VO LV E D?

PA L M E R H O M E .O R G / D O N AT E



Follow us on social @palmerhome

M A K I N G  L I V E S  W H O L E .

PA L M E R  H O M E  F O R  C H I L D R E N
8 0 0  B A L DW I N  R D  S O U T H

L A K E  CO R M O RA N T,  M S  3 8 6 41


